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From the Chair
Dear Friends,

In January, we mailed a brief newsletter and survey to over 
1200 alumni of National, Scarritt College and Graduate School. 
A big “Thank You!” to those who responded. We received 117 
completed surveys. The “Scarritt Experience” as described in the 
surveys and conversations is by far the most important factor 
in understanding who we are as alumni: Transformative, life-
changing, world-widening, small but mighty, missional activism 
throughout the world, lifelong friendships and defining purpose 
for life’s journey were some of the comments consistently 
written. It was a delight to read notes from so many affirming 
how National College, Scarritt College and Graduate School 
significantly impacted the trajectory of your lives.

In addition to the returned responses, many of you made 
generous donations to SNCIAA in the amount of $10,562. A 
significant portion of these gifts came from the Trust Fund of 
Dorothy Gerner, ‘50/’51 alumni. We presented the donations to 
the Scarritt Bennett Board of Directors at their April meeting with 
the request that a portion of the funds be used for a handrail on 
the front of Wightman Chapel to address safety risk concerns. 

It was clear from the survey responses that the purpose of the 
alumni association is to help alumni stay connected. I want to 
give a shout-out to Marilyn Morton and Jim Hawk for the effort 
they have made to maintain the connections with social media 
and update the mailing list. This is no small task! Because we are 
a small group of volunteers scattered around the country, it is 
difficult to maintain much information about alumni throughout 
the world. We are working with Cori Bechler, Marketing & 
Communications Manager, to post news on the Scarritt Bennett 
Center website. In order to be able to do that however, we need 
to have a communications volunteer willing to gather information 
and get it to Cori. Please let us know if you have suggestions and/
or are willing to help.

continued on page 2

Scarritt Graduate School | Scarritt College for Christian Workers | National College

We pray that you are having an amazing summer! We certainly 
are here at Scarritt Bennett Center!

Hot off the press are updates 
concerning the 35th Anniversary 
Celebration of Scarritt Bennett 
Center. The Scarritt Bennett staff 
are suggesting the following week 
events for the celebration. We hope 
that you will be involved. 

35TH ANNIVERSARY TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

Tuesday, October 17th:  Tuesdays in the Chapel – Prayers for 
The Center

Wednesday, October 18th:  Justice Lecture

Thursday, October 19th: SNCIAA Meeting and Virtual Alumni 
Roundup 

Friday, October 20th: The Campbell Sohl House Dedication; 
35th Anniversary Luncheon; Board Meeting 

Saturday, October 21st: Board Meeting; Community Lawn 
Concert 

Sunday, October 22nd: Gather at the Table and Vespers & All 
That Jazz 

We would love to have your involvement in the planning! Let 
us know what areas you are interested in participating. We will 
also kickoff the 100th Anniversary of Scarritt College coming 
to Nashville in 1924. We are looking to highlight the Class of 
1988 this October at the 35th Anniversary Luncheon as a bridge 
between the Center and the College. Please let us know your 
thoughts. 

Faithfully Serving, 
Rev. Sondrea L. Tolbert, J.D., M.Div. 
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NOTES OF INTEREST
After spending many years in Japan, Joe Stroud (SC ‘68-’69) and 
his wife, Kieko, both retired from the Board of Global Ministries in 
2003 and moved to Portland, OR, as their children were living in the 
States. In 2018, due to the health concerns of his wife they relocated 
to Asbury Place in Rogersville, TN, where they now live. Traveling 
is limited and Joe, as full time caregiver, is unable to be actively 
involved in alumni and SBC events. Not only does he express deep 
gratitude for his experiences and contacts made while at Scarritt, 
but also for the ongoing efforts being made in order to keep alumni 
informed about past and present alumni and SBC concerns.

Upon graduating from Scarritt College in 1966 with a degree in 
Christian Education, Maxine Rogers married her high school 
sweetheart, Tom Tyree. Among other accomplishments over the 
years, she served as a DCE, a social worker in childrens’ services, and 
was co-founder of “What in the World,” which built hands-on study 
units for preschool children. In addition to raising four of her own, 
Maxine also fostered over 150 children. She and Tom had recently 
moved to a retirement facility in Lower Gwynedd, PA, where she 
passed away in March. 

Send your MILESTONES to 

Cyndy Goodrich (SC-66) at cyndygoodrich@aol.com or 
202 Old 31W | Cottontown, TN 37048

Milestones
PASSINGS 
Gerald E. Brubaker (SC ‘71)  McMinnville, TN  d. 5/30/21 

Sara Prather (SC ‘79-’80)  Lawrence, KS  d. 9/24/22

Lynne Josselyn Lubec* Sebring, FL  d. 10/17/22

Judy Atwood  (SC ‘65)  Monroe, MI  d. 2/7/23

Willene Christopher Auslam  (SC  ‘40’s)  Fort Worth, TX  d. 2/12/23

James (Jim Bob) Reeves (SC ‘68)  Clyde, NC  d. 2/13/23

Maxine Rogers Tyree (SC ‘66)  Lower Gwynned, PA  d. 3/8/23

Gladys Louise Campbell (SC ‘68)  Waynesville, NC  d. 5/23/23.

Paul Timmons (SC ‘66)  Nashville, TN  d. 6/14/23 

Sarah E. Doucette (SC ‘63)  Abilene, TX  d. 8/7/20

Charles  R. Goltz (SC ‘57)  Plainfield, IN  d. 1/24/20

Carolyn Hartley (SC ‘54)  Brookville, PA d. 4/26/20

Nancy Jenkins (SC ‘52)  Washington Courthouse, OH  d. 11/7/14

Phyllis Hail (SC ‘64)  Lexington, KY  d. 3/7/21 
(Marilyn recommends watching her story on You Tube.)

Emilie J. Moore (SC ‘64) Vicksburg, MS  d. 8/22/18

Della Ann Pearre (SC ‘77)  Augusta, GA  d. 1/4/20

Mary Speer (SC ‘69)  Missouri City, TX  d. 6/17/17

Milton Ten Have (SC ‘81)  Eaton Rapids, MI  d. 11/26/17

* Possibly Scarritt College, no year of attendance available

PLEASE NOTE: 
This will be the final mailed alumni newsletter. 

All future issues will be available online at:

https://scarrittbennett.org/scarritt-college-alumni/



The Blend
Janis Hays Brown

Are you part of a blended family? I’m using the sociological 
term blended family admittedly somewhat loosely here. Even 
if you’ve never lived in such a unit of two parents and their 
offspring of other marriages, you may qualify as a member of a 
“blended family.” Read on.

If you’re reading this, there’s a good chance you have a 
background with either Scarritt College or National College-
-or both. If so, significant branches of your intellectual family 
were birthed in Kansas City: On the Missouri side Scarritt Bible 
and Training School in 1892 for training females to serve as 
missionaries and National College in 1899 across the river on 
the Kansas side. National’s “genealogy record” is incomplete 
in that we don’t know its precise birth name. We do know that 
National College relocated, just as a sister might do, after a 
short time to Missouri, and when it re-situated itself in 1904, it 
was known as the Kansas City Training School for Deaconesses 
and Missionaries. Yes, the National College family was female 
only for a long time. The two institutions occupied separate 
properties—much as human families often establish separate 
residences—in the same city until Scarritt “moved away from 
home” in 1923 to Nashville and changed its name, as folks 
sometimes do, to Scarritt College for Christian Workers and 
also adopted a new lifestyle in that the school became co-
educational. Somewhat later National College, by then a liberal 
arts college, also began admitting students of the opposite 
gender. 

If you have had the experience of life in a blended family, 
you may be aware of certain options such as development 
of negotiation skills and tolerance, maximum mentor 
opportunity, travel and acquaintance with varied cultures. 
Such circumstances may have created adaptability and offered 
you other advantages. It seems to me the same benefits are 
available in a blended educational history. I can be sure that I 
am not the same person I would have been without that single 
academic year I spent at 5123 Truman Road, Kansas City, MO. 
 
As the Scarritt-National family evolved, its campuses nearly 
600 miles apart, and its graduates by the 1960s in both 
hemispheres, the blend continued to be enriched by a broader 
world view as communication was exchanged between the 
alumni, the faculty and staff, and the shared mission and 
ministries of each of these. By this time some of our older 
readers had established careers in Christian education, 
ministry,as well as the liberal arts and other fields, Many 
had realized significant professional accomplishments and a 
decade or so later the personal satisfaction of sending a second 
generation to college. However, sadness is inevitable among 
family. In the late winter of 1964, announcement was made 
that National College would be closing the coming May in the 
interest of moving St. Paul’s School of Theology to the campus. 
From that time on its alumni family contact was the “sibling” 
school to the southeast. A few departed for Nashville to finish 

their degrees or to undertake graduate studies. Most of the 
underclassmen, however, scattered around the country. 

The other branch of the family was soon also in transition, 
for in 1980 undergraduate studies ceased at Scarritt, which 
operated as a graduate school only until its ultimate closing 
in 1988. Just as those of us who have watched new residents 
inhabit buildings important to us and different uses of ancestral 
property, we watched from around the world as 1008 19th 
Avenue South evolved into Scarritt Bennett Center.

Many do recognize that generously treed campus of limestone 
Gothic architecture as ancestral halls, however; some by 
memories of courtship, camaraderie, or spiritual association 
name it as “sacred ground.” I would be pretty sure that all of us 
take pride in Scarritt-Bennett Center’s reputation for promotion 
of racial equality, diversity, and social justice plus its many 
spirituality and arts program. 

So the blend is composed of twelve decades, two major 
American cities, two undergraduate institutions with one 
graduate school, thousands of alumni bringing about and 
participating in cultures, residences, and service on six 
continents. 

This heritage will be formally celebrated in 2024 when Scarritt 
recognizes the one hundredth anniversary year of the Nashville 
campus. Our readers are a part of that history. May you reflect 
on and delight in the blessings of this blended family! 

Mark your calendars for the 
Vitual Homecoming on 

October 19, 2023 at 6:30 PM, 
and don’t forget our 

October 2024 Homecoming 
celebrating our 100th Anniversary!

Dates to be announced.

With Thanks . . .

This newsletter is the result of volunteer efforts by 
Janis Brown, Cyndy Goodrich, Marilyn Morton, Donna 
Patterson, Sue Thrasher, and Ruth Williams.  We are 
backed up by the awesome design work of Susan 
Thompson and the support of SBC staff members 
Jenean Davis and Cori Bechler. If you are interested in 
serving on the Communications Committee, we could 
definitely use your help. Contact Donna Patterson 
[dpsarah@gmail.com] for how to become involved. 

Alum Profile: Janis Brown
Janis Hays Brown, a native of eastern Missouri, attended 
National College as a freshman in its final year, 1963-64. She 
earned Bachelor of Sacred Music and Bachelor of Arts in 
English degrees in 1968 from Nebraska Wesleyan University, 
and a Master of Education Degree in the 1980’s from Creighton 
University. She has worked as a public high school English 
teacher and coach of competitive speech, and a hospital 
medical transcriptionist.

Janis was inspired by her hometown church to pursue a life 
of service and has consistently been involved in the United 
Methodist Church at the local, district, and conference levels. 
She served as the Chair of the District Council on Ministry 
and as a lay member of the District Committee on Ordained 
Ministry. As a member of the Iowa Annual Conference 
session for over 30 years, she served on the Human Resources 
Committee and Board of Higher Education and Campus 
Ministry. She is currently a member of the Griswold, Iowa, 
UMC worship committee, the parish’s in-home communion 
server, and a 40+ year member of its Tuesday Morning Prayer 
Group. She is actively involved in United Women in Faith as her 
unit’s mission coordinator and a devoted reporter of response 
magazine content!

We are also in need of members for the executive team for 
SNCIAA. Some of you indicated on the surveys you might be 
willing to serve, and we will be contacting you soon.
 
Our next gathering will be virtual, tentatively set for October 
19, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. central time. We will meet again in 
person for Homecoming in October, 2024. This will mark 100 
years of being on the Scarritt Campus in Nashville. If you are 
interested in helping plan the 100th celebration for the Alumni 
Gathering in 2024, please let us know! There were many great 
ideas from the survey responses to include social gatherings of 
classes, memorabilia displays, worship, music with former choir/
music students and multicultural music, tours of the campus 
and Nashville, hearing about the current mission and vision of 
Scarritt Bennett Center, and doing our best to get as many former 
students and faculty to attend homecoming as possible. 

The SNCIAA is ever evolving. It has been 35 years since the 
Scarritt Graduate School closed her doors. As Barbara Campbell 
observed, “Friends: You have a ‘futures’ problem not of your own 
making! Good luck in your struggles.” We have an opportunity 
to ponder the next chapter. As has been the history throughout 
the existence of Scarritt as an institution of higher education with 

a focus on Christ like service in the world, we will 
ponder with compassionate grace and love.

With a grateful heart,
Donna

From the Chair continued Janis was a member of the SNCIAA Alumni/ae Executive Board 
(now Committee) from 2015 to 2022 during which time she 
wrote occasional articles for and at times edited the alumni/ae 
newsletter. The survey prompted Janis to send two responses: 
a thoughtful and provoking response to the questionnaire, 
and a previously published essay (2016) on Scarritt as a 
blended family. In many ways, Janis’s replies encapsulate and 
summarize the broader response we received from many alums. 
We share them here as a way of continuing the discussion. 
 
What does Scarritt mean to you in its many forms?
The word Scarritt is the common denominator in identifying 
the antecedent organizations now perpetuated in the Scarritt 
Bennett Center.  Scarritt is both the genesis and the legacy 
of education, vocation, justice, and presence in the cities 
of Kansas City and Nashville and throughout the world in 
its alumni/ae. It is the inspiration that has propelled and 
sustained thousands in service. Scarritt is synonymous in the 
current decade with hospitality, brotherhood and sisterhood, 
and community cohesiveness, a champion of persons and of 
what elevates the human experience. It has been a joy to be 
associated through its alumni/ae association with dozens of 
“Scarritt people”—my people.  My terms on the SNCIAA board 
were enriching experiences as I continued to see God at work 
in the institutions with which my fellow board members had 
associated themselves. Shared spirituality pervaded our work 
as a board.

What do you see as the purpose of the SNCIAA, and what do 
you personally need or want from the association?
From my perspective, SNCIAA’s purpose is preservation of 
the Scarritt connection—past, present, and future. I feel the 
company, either physical or virtual, between its friends and 
alumni, is invaluable. The role of alumni in aligning themselves 
with the current mission of the SBC is to be encouraged. The 
principles behind SBC’s existence are ones we embraced as 
students in Nashville and Kansas City. It is to be hoped that that 
sacred space between 18th and 19th Avenues of Music City 
will always be our home. Communication is not only integral 
to connection with and investment (emotional and monetary) 
of alumni, but deliberate and effective communication 
is necessary in perpetuating the values promoted by our 
successor organization, SBC.  

Now or maybe never! Come join us while we’re 
still an active part of the “Scarritt story.”

We welcome your participation! The SNCIAA Board is 
still in need of a Secretary/Treasurer, a Chair Elect, an 
SBC Board alternate, and Communications assistants 
to help with social media, management of the 
mailing list, etc. (“tech savvy” individuals welcome!). 
We’d also love to have volunteers (at least one in 
or around the Nashville area) to help in planning 
the 2024 homecoming experience. Please contact 
Donna Patterson at dpsarah@gmail.com for more 
information. 


